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What you Step 1 Collect dung

need to do: Step 2 Take a dung quality sample and make a report
Step 3 Weigh and bag four 1 kg lots of dung

Collect a local dung source

Fresh dung  

‘Drug free’

Avoid insect  
contaminants

Collect enough to make
four 1 kg dung pats (per
sampling site)

Gloves

Lid to keep  
out insects  
and keep  

dung moist

Immediately after collecting dung, take a ‘dung quality’ subsample

Fill a 70 mL jar
¾ full of dung…

….stick one Dung source label on  
the jar using  barcode label

provided….

….record details with  
MyDungBeetleTM

Reporter app

….then simply freeze sample until ready to mail to lab!

Weigh and bag four 1 kg lots of dung

Scoop 1 kg of dung into foil tray…

Use a battery-poweredbalance

OK to line tray  
with muslin  
cloth

(+/- 10 grams OK)

Keep  
fresh

20 L bucket  
with lid

… and then wrap dung in muslin  
cloth and secure with a cable tie
or use the mesh bag if provided.

Remember you need 4 x 1 kg lots 
of  dung per sampling site (one for  

each trap)

100 mm  
cabletie

Muslin  
cloth

Use  
within  
24 hrs

See over  
page for  
more  
details

1

2

3



Dung preparation guide
Page 2 of 2

This project is supported by Meat & Livestock Australia, through funding 
from the Australian Government Department of Agriculture as part of its 
Rural R&D for Profit program.

Send t
o you

r univ
ersity

 part
ner

or ar
range

 a co
llectio

n by 
them.

f

i

j

Submit report using MyDungBeetle™ Reporter

camera on the ‘Dung source’ barcode and wait for  
barcode number to appear in the window. Check  
that the number on the app matches the number on  
the label.

i. Select ‘I agree to share my report’.
j. Press ‘Continue’. Check your ‘State’, ‘Email’ and  

‘Mobile’ details are correct then press ‘Send’.

Download free App from store
Open the App. Select the  +  symbol, then:
a. Check GPS location is turned on (automatic).
b. Select ‘Dung beetle survey’ from the drop-down list.
c. Press the top left camera icon. Select ‘Take Photo’.  

Take a photo of the area that the dung source came  
from (not essential – OK to have no photo in this  
case).

d. In the box labelled ‘Where’, write the name of the  
farm.

e. In the box labelled ‘I found’, write “Dung source”
f. In this case, skip ‘I am reporting a Trap/Location ID’
g. Select ‘I am sending a sample’
h. When it appears, press the icon, focus the
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Continued from previous page:
Dungsource+ Stick label on jar  

using barcode  
label provided….

Make sure to  
keep rest of  
label batch…

(for use with 1 kg dung  
batches in field)

Then freeze the dung sample as soon 
as you can…

… when you have a few batches
together, send to lab for processing
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